
Which Church Saves?
By Oswald J. Smith 

ust we be come Prot es tants in or der to be saved?”  
“Not at all, my friends.  I would n’t waste my time 
try ing to co vert you to Prot es tant ism.”  “But you
do not be lieve that nei ther the Ro man Cath o lic

nor the Greek Cath o lic Church can save, do you?”
“Cer tainly not.”
“Well, then, I am a Ro man Cath o lic; and my friend

here is a mem ber of the Greek Or tho dox Church, nei ther
of which you say can save.” 

“Well?”
“And you – you are a Protestant.  You be lieve that

Prot es tant ism can save, do you not.”
“No, I do not.”
“You don’t?  I am amazed.  What then?”
“Prot es tant ism has no more power to save than has

Ca thol i cism, my friends.”
“What, then!  How can a man be saved?
“I re peat, my friends, that nei ther the Ro man Cath o lic, 

the Greek Or tho dox, nor the Protestant churches can in
any way save your souls.”

“But, sir!”
“Wait a min ute.  No church can save, but Je sus Christ

can.”
“Je sus!”
Yes, my friends, you are saved not by any church, ei -

ther Cath o lic or Protestant, but a Per son; and that Per son,
the Lord Je sus Christ, is God’s only be got ten Son.”

“Can it be pos si ble?  And to think that we have never
heard this be fore!” 

“So you see that it would do no good for you to be -
come Prot es tants, for there are thou sands of Prot es tants
who are not saved, thou sands who have pro fessed to em -

brace Chris tian ity who have never ac cepted the Christ of
Chris tian ity.”

“Is that why we have not found peace?  Is there no
peace in Ca thol i cism?”

“No, friend, and none in Prot es tant ism ei ther.  Peace is
found only in Je sus.  Re li gion can not save; but Christ can.”

“But are you sure of this, sir?”
“Ab so lutely.  ‘Nei ther is there sal va tion in any other

(Protestant or Cath o lic): for there is none other name
(Greek Or tho dox, Ro man Cath o lic or Protestant) un der
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved’
(Acts 4:12) is His Word.”   

“Thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He (not the
Cath o lic priest nor the Protestant min is ter, but He – Je sus
Christ) shall save His peo ple form their sins’” (Matt.
1:21).

“What, then, must we do?”
“Be lieve on the Lord Je sus Christ, and thou shall be

saved” (Acts 16:31); “ …as many as re ceive Him, to them
gave He power to be come the sons of God” (John 1:12). 

“And will He re ceive us?”
“Lis ten to what HE says: Him that com eth to Me I

will in no wise cast out’” (John 6:37).  “THANK GOD.”
“Yes, my friend, thank God in deed, for He loves you. 

Yes, He died for you.  Your sins He bore ‘in His own body
on the tree’ (1Peter 2:24).  And now He of fers you sal va -
tion.  Then come, ac cept Him, trust His aton ing death; be -
lieve His prom ise and rely wholly on Him, for ‘He will
have mercy…He will abun dantly par don’” (Isa. 55:70.

‘Oh, sir that we will, right gladly.  We thought we were 
saved  be cause we were good Cath o lics.  But you have
opened our eyes, and we know now that Je sus is the only
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Sav iour.”
“And you now ac cept

Him as your Sav iour?”
“We do!  Yes, we do! 

Oh, thank God!  Thank God! 
He saves us now.”

While They Were
Pray ing 

A. T. Pierson 
A young man in In di ana

left home for a busi ness
open ing in Ohio.  There a
gen tle man from his own na -
tive place later found him and 
was shocked to dis cover that
he had be come a pro fane
swearer.

Re turn ing home, he felt
con strained to tell the young
man’s pi ous par ents of his
aw ful de gen er acy.  They said
lit tle; so in doubt whether
they had un der stood him, the
friend called the next day and
re peated what he had told
them.

Then the fa ther calmly
re plied, “We un der stood you: 
my wife and I spent a sleep -
less night on our knees plead -
ing on be half of our son.”

Two weeks af ter, the son
came home a changed man. 
“How long since this change
took place?” asked his re joic -
ing par ents.  He re plied that
just four teen days be fore, he
was struck with a sense of
guilt so great that he could
not sleep and spent the night
in tears of re pen tance and
prayer for par don.  

There had been no time
for any pa ren tal ap peal or
even for a let ter of re mon -
strance.  While they were
pray ing for him, God moved
him to pray for him self. 
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Little Things 
By H. G. Bosch 

“…things which are lit tle.”
 A group of men were car ry ing on a friendly con ver -

sa tion.  One re marked that he had learned not to pay
much at ten tion to lit tle things.  “Lit tle things,” he said,
“don’t bother me.”  

One of the other men smiled.  “Are you sure?” he
asked.

“Would you be lieve that a lit tle thing – just a pair of
socks I wore once – changed the course of my en tire
life?”

“I can hardly be lieve that,” was the re ply.
“It is true though,” con tin ued the man.  ”It hap pened

this way.
“One day I ex pected to take a trip with some of my

friends on a ca nal boat.  Two days be fore we in tended to
leave I was chop ping wood.  The ax I was us ing slipped
and in jured my foot.  The blue dye in the home made
socks I wore poi soned the wound, and I was com pelled to 
stay at home, while my friends went on the trip.   

“While they were on their jour ney, a pow er ful
preacher came to our town to hold meet ings.  Since I did -
n’t have any thing else to do, I de cided to at tend.

“The mes sage the preacher brought touched me
deeply.  He spoke to my heart.  As a re sult, I sur ren dered
to the Lord.

“Truly con verted, I saw that my life needed a real
change.  New de sires and pur poses took hold of me.  I de -
ter mined to seek an ed u ca tion that would en able me to
live more use fully for my Lord.”

The man who told this story was a for mer pres i dent
of the United States – James A Gar field!   

Lit tle things of ten have far-reach ing con se quences. 
On the one hand, we should be ware of cod dling “lit tle
sins,” for of ten they grow into great trag e dies; on the
other, we should not ne glect lit tle du ties and small kind -
nesses that await our at ten tion on the road of life, for by
tend ing them with care we will find many jew els of true
re ward spar kling our future.

Big things are ob vi ous; it is the lit tle things that of ten
cause us to stum ble.  

“God sees the lit tle spar row fall;
It meets His ten der view.
If God so watches lit tle things, 
I know He loves me too.”
           M. Staub 

Unwritten Words Are Never Read 
The writ ten word has in flu enced and in spired thou -

sands, mil lions and even na tions.  Some writ ers have
been able to con trol and in flu ence the think ing of mil -
lions through out his tory.  A few men penned the Con sti -
tu tion of the United States, and it has guided Amer ica for
over two hundred years.

The the o ries, thoughts and writ ings of Dar win and
Ein stein have af fected the power and think ing of the
world.  Writ ings of …have in spired mul ti tudes for many
gen er a tions.   

Words in the mu sic of John New ton and Fanny
Crosby con tinue to in spire count less mil lions.  Cults and
world re li gions have used their writ ten words to cre ate
false be liefs and her e sies and sway millions.

…are now in Heaven; but their writ ten words con -
tinue to preach.  Forty men in spired by the Holy Spirit
wrote one powerful Book that has changed and is chang -
ing lives for over two thou sand years.

The writ ten word has proven to be more pow er ful
than na tions, gov ern ments, kings, and queens.  The apos -
tle John knew the power of the pen.  “These things have
I writ ten unto you that be lieve on the name of the Son of 
God, that ye may know that ye have eter nal life, and that 
ye may be lieve on the name of the Son of God” (1 John
5:13).  

The pen is def i nitely might ier than the sword, but un -
writ ten words are never read!  What have you left un -
done?

Un-sown seeds reap no har vest.  Un spo ken words
give no com fort.  Un-writ ten songs do not bless.  Un-sent
cards do not en cour age.  Un-writ ten po ems in spire no
one.  Un-preached mes sages re main un heard.  Un-given
love is un ex pressed.  Un-fin ished tasks are never re -
warded.  Un-given tracts (Ed. Un-read Morn ing Glory’s
OR not passed on) are just pa per.   Un-writ ten words are
never read.

You are ac count able not only for things you have
done but also for things left un done.  “Woe unto you,
scribes and Phar i sees, hyp o crites!  For ye pay tithe…and 
have omit ted the weight ier mat ters of the law, judg ment,
mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to
leave the other un done” (Mat thew 23:23).  

You can not change the past, but you can change the
fu ture.  What have you done?  What have you left un -
done?  Un writ ten words are never read!  Selah!

Ted Camp, Silent Word Ministries

Ed i tor’s Note:  “There fore, to him who knows to do
good and does not do it, to him it is sin.”  “For who ever
shall keep the whole law, and yet stum ble in one point, he 
is guilty of all.” James 4:17 & 2:10.
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Very Important Questions
And Answers!

Fol low ing are some ques tions and an swers
taken in di rectly from Erich Pontoppidan’s book 
Truth unto God li ness; which he wrote when
asked to write a book for Con fir ma tion In struc -
tion.  It was pub lished in 1737.  Ed i tor.

Truth unto God li ness

Q. 50-51.  Shall not a be liev ing Chris tian live ac cord -
ing to the Law?

An swer: Cer tainly.  A be liev ing Chris tian is free
from the curse and bond age of the law, but not from its
obe di ence; for the love of Christ con strains him to live
ac cord ing to the law, and when he fails and sins be cause
of his weak nesses, he is not con demned, be cause he is in
Christ.  Rom. 8:1.

Q. 70-72. How can a per son com mit idol a try with the 
out ward church ser vice?

An swer: When an un re pen tant soul blindly trusts in
church at ten dance, ab so lu tion, com mu nion, alms-giv ing, 
prayer and sing ing, etc.  The un con verted sin ner feels he
must have some sup port to lean on.  So in stead of turn ing
to God in con ver sion, he turns so much more to ab so lu -
tion, the al tar and the out ward ser vices of the church.  In
these he finds com fort for his un con verted soul and
makes them his idols.

Q. 125.  What more is com manded in the 2nd Com -
mand ment?

An swer: To use God’s Word rightly; to speak to oth -
ers about it; to read His Word dil i gently, and to con fess
the Truth of God boldly, even in the great est dan ger.

Q. 175.  Is not a preacher sent to com fort all the peo -
ple?

An swer: No, only the re pen tant ones.  For the un re -
pen tant, com fort is poi son to the Soul.  Ezk. 8:18.   

Q. 176. Who are the false proph ets among the teach -
ers (min is ters) one must look out for?

An swer: Next, af ter many oth ers who can not be enu -
mer ated, are, ac cord ing to the word of our Sav ior chiefly
those who make the way to heaven broad and com fort
peo ple with the hope of sal va tion un til they wake up in
hell.  Matt. 7:14-15. 

Q. 203.  What good is com manded in the 5th Com -
mand ment?  (The new edi tions have only “to help our
neigh bor in ev ery bodily need and walk with him in love
and meek ness, while Pontoppidan adds this):

An swer: to have con cern for our neigh bor’s soul
when we see he is in dan ger of be ing lost, as far as we as
spir i tual priests can fur ther his sal va tion by lov ing, ad mo -
ni tion and warn ing.

Q. 470. Is it enough that you know all these things
about Christ and be lieve they are true?

An swer: No.  The Holy Spirit must give you a liv ing
faith and re veal Christ to your heart

Q. 487. What is re gen er a tion or the new birth?
An swer: The same as the im par ta tion of the liv ing

faith or awak en ing from spir i tual death, con ver sion, and
trans la tion from dark ness to light, from Sa tan’s power to
God.  Eph. 2:4.

Q. 491.  How can a per son know whether he is born
again?

An swer: It is known by a real change of heart and the
new gifts of grace that make him into a dif fer ent per son
ev i dent to oth ers.

Q. 497. What is a dead faith?
An swer: A Dead faith is a false imag i na tion the un re -

pen tant en ter tain be cause they imag ine they will re ceive
grace with out be com ing con verted.

Q. 517. What is un der stood by the church?  
An swer: Not a house built of wood and stones, for

the church is the fel low ship of holy peo ple and their com -
mu nion in the Spirit unites them.

Q. 567. Can im pen i tent sin ners call God their Fa ther
in heaven?  

An swer: No, not so long as they are not born again
and have not re ceived the Spirit of son ship.  Oth er wise
their true fa ther is in hell.  John 8:44.

Q. 662. Can lit tle chil dren have faith?
An swer: Yes, they can re ceive the in-work ing of the

Holy Spirit with out know ing or un der stand ing it.  Luke
1:15; Matt 18:6; 19:14.

Q. 725. Can not the un godly be come better and be
awak ened by go ing to the Lord’s Sup per?  

An swer:  No, for as one who is phys i cally dead can -
not eat nat u ral food, so one who is spir i tu ally dead can not 
eat spir i tual food.  There fore he must first, by the grace of
God, be truly con verted, oth er wise he will grow worse
and not better by go ing to Com mu nion.  1 Cor. 11:17, 30. 

Pontoppidan died in 1764, but his strong Bib li cal
pre sen ta tion of the Truth lives among us yet, at least to
some ex tent.

Innermission Church History, By P. Ljostveit,
published by Hauge Lutheran Innermission

Federation, 1948.

A converted Soldier
A con verted sol dier, when asked, “How were

you saved?”  re plied, “The Lord said to me,
‘Halt!  At ten tion!  Right-about-face!  March!’ 
That was all there was to it!”
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Purpose
“But what ever things were gain to me, those things 

I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.” 
(Philippians 3:7, Please read through verse 16)

Chris tian ity has its roots in the deep, form soil of his -
tory.  Je sus’s in car na tion – God be ing man i fested in
the hu man flesh – cer tainly though with out sin, but in
the form of man – is on an Eter nal Re cord as it is re -
corded in Heaven! 

Ev ery time you state or write the date, for ex am ple,
you at test to the fact that God en tered hu man his tory.

In his fear and rag ing jeal ousy, King Herod re sponded
to the new born Je sus with blood thirsty hos til ity: Per -
haps as fol low ing: “De stroy Him!  Let Him die while
He is still in His cra dle!”   

This re sponse grew and swelled un til one day many
years later (Good Fri day) it be came a mad mob’s ter ri -
fy ing roar: “Take Him away!  Take Him away!  Cru -
cify Him!”   John 19:15.

A reign ing Christ, an in vad ing Christ, a rev o lu tion ary
Christ, a life-chang ing Christ – that is un ac cept able to
mil lions of peo ple to day as well.  That is a men ace to
their way of life!

No doubt, you are aware of the fact that God has a plan 
or pur pose for ev ery per son, al though many peo ple go
through life with out ever think ing se ri ously about it. 
But God even has a ‘plan’ for the un born infant in their 
mother’s womb – even though mur dered in cold blood
through abor tion!  To day, the most dan ger ous place an
in fant can is in their mother’s womb.   But even though 
many folk do not think se ri ously about where they will 
spend Eter nity; that lack of aware ness does n’t change
the fact that God put each of us here for a pur pose.

We aren’t here by ac ci dent.  We are here be cause God
put us here through the mir a cle of con cep tion and He
put us here for a rea son and that is that we might have
the priv i lege and op por tu nity to ac cept JESUS as our
per sonal Sav ior and walk in fel low ship with HIM un til 
‘faith be comes sight’!  Also that we might bring glory
to His Name.  God states through the Psalm ist “All the
ways of a man are pure in his own eyes,” and “A man’s 
heart plans his way, But the LORD di rects his steps,”
that is He wants to di rect our steps! (Prov erbs 16:2a &
9a).  Prov erbs 3:5-6. 

Have you won dered why there is so much so cial
drink ing (in mod er a tion) and drunk en ness in our day?  

Well, the Bi ble tells us that Sa tan has held the whole
world in bond age (as slaves of SIN) and with that truth 
in mind, we can re al ize why the un re gen er ate, who
have never been de liv ered and do not have the blessed
as sur ance of eter nal life, feel the need to try to for get
and drown the past (tem po rarily) as God tells us –  “be
sure your SIN will find you out”!

The fol low ing story is told of a Chris tian/saint of
many years ago, who stated that when he ar rives in
Heaven that there would be three sur prises for him:
First: there would be peo ple in Heaven that he did n’t
think would make it, Sec ond: there would be peo ple
miss ing that he thought would be there and Third: the
great est sur prise of all, is that he was there!

Well, per son ally, ac cord ing to my un der stand ing of
God’s Eter nal Word, the BIBLE, we won’t be car ry ing 
any ques tions, bag gage with us from earth to Heaven
& Home.  We are go ing to be like Je sus, and sec ondly,
why bring any thing earthly to a sin less, per fect at mo -
sphere?

“Be loved, now we are chil dren of God; and it has not
yet been re vealed what we shall be, but we know that
when He is re vealed, we shall be like Him, for we
shall see Him as He is.” 1 John 3:2.  

This brings up a ques tion: Why do some be liev ers
think that when a loved-one – who knew Je sus as his
or her per sonal Sav ior – has been taken from this phys -
i cal earthly jour ney, that they are now look ing down
upon us?  Why would a God who ab hors/de tests ‘sin’
want a child of His (who is eter nally safe and in a per -
fect at mo sphere) want a loved-one to see my and oth -
ers’ SIN?

In the mean time; God not only wants to ‘save each one 
of us’ – but also to use us to HIS honor and glory to day
and each day.  Oth er wise, God would take us in stantly
HOME as soon as we are saved in and through His
Mar vel ous GRACE!  Each day we are to be “press ing
on” in ‘oc cu py ing with Him’! 

This is the fun da men tal min is try of the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory as
‘Blood- bought’ cleansed ‘ves sels’ in Evan ge lism and
Nur tur ing God’s Lambs and Sheep!  For tu nately, this
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Opportunity Flourished in the
Fires of Persecution!

By Dr. Rus sell Den nis, Jr.

…One thirty-two-year-old preacher named John
Bun yan had been saved about eleven years and only re -
cently called to preach.  In 1660 he was thrown into the
Bed ford jail.  He was con victed of preach ing and sen -
tenced to just three months if he would pledge not to
preach again.  

The young preacher would not agree and ended up
spend ing twelve years in prison.  With a wife and fam ily 
of four, times were hard, but es pe cially when he thought
about his blind daugh ter, Mary.  When she would visit,
Mary would feel her fa ther’s face to see if he was cry ing
and then kiss his tears away to com fort him.  Lit tle Mary 
would die while her fa ther lan guished in prison.  

Dur ing over a de cade in jail, Bun yan be gan to write; 

and the idea of an al le gory of the Chris tian life be gan to
form.  He was fi nally re leased in May 1672 af ter the
Dec la ra tion of In dul gence, and he went back to
preaching.

All seemed well un til five years later when per se cu -
tion reared its head again and Bun yan was thrown back
into prison.  Six more months Bun yan was be hind bars,
but dur ing those months in 1677 the Lord al lowed John
Bun yan to write his clas sic Pil grim’s Prog ress.  

Pub lished in 1678, the book be came an im me di ate
“bestseller.” Bun yan saw his work go through eleven
edi tions – print ing 100,000 cop ies – plus sev eral lan -
guages.  Pil grim’s Prog ress has never gone out of print
and has been trans lated into over two hun dred
languages.

Out of great suf fer ing came a wit ness for the Gos pel 
that reached the world in on go ing gen er a tions 

Excerpt taken from Sword of the Lord

min is try not only reaches pri mar ily the USA and Can -
ada; but a few for eign coun tries as well.  Just very re -
cently I had the priv i lege of a lim ited cor re spon dence
with a Chris tian in Spain.  YOU see all that God has
en trusted to each of us is to be used to His honor and
glory – even with our tem po ral as sets!  “Honor the
LORD with your pos ses sions, And with the first fruits
of all your in crease;” Prov erbs 3:9.  (By the way: How 
many times does God need to tell us some thing in HIS
mar vel ous GRACE?   Is n’t Once suf fi cient?)

IN His Mar vel ous GRACE, God is a very good
‘book-keeper’!   HE knows what HE has en trusted to
each of us and even our at ti tude of heart!   

Mar tin Lu ther stated that ‘Hu man rea son ing is the
great est hin drance to a liv ing Faith’.

IF your Chris tian faith is im por tant at all to you, then it 
is in deed im por tant; as it is.  If it is any thing at all, then
it is worth ev ery thing!  It is ei ther the most vi tal thing
in your life, or it is n’t worth both er ing with.   

It is im por tant to know at least some what when and
how YOU got saved as you don’t have to have a con -
ver sion ex actly like Saul (who be came Paul).  BUT as
a right-be gin ning, is very im por tant to have the Bib li -
cal knowl edge and personal ex pe ri ence.  It is also im -
por tant to have the con tin ual re la tion ship (walk) with
Je sus, as you and I PRESS ON!

Never for get: God does n’t want us to re al ize His Pres -
ence In our lives only – You who are the Blood Bought 
Tem ples of the Holy Spirit.  HE also wants you and me 

to be con tin u ally con formed/trans formed (earthly
sanc ti fi ca tion) into His im age, even while we are still
jour ney ing on in this ‘hu man sin ful world’.  (See
Romans 8:28-29 – “ to be con formed to the im age of
His Son”).  YES, HE wants us to be ‘overcomers’ over
our self-cen tered ness – in clud ing our inner self also –
Jeal ousy, cov et ous ness, envy, Pride – and make us
more like JESUS.  HE also wants to teach us His truth
and use us as His ves sels and ser vants; thus not be ing
lit er ally ‘squeezed’ into the mold of this world.
Romans 12:1-2.   

How does this hap pen?  How does God change us into
the peo ple HE wants us to be?  Not just by a walk in
the green meadow or woods, as pleas ant as that may
be.  No, God changes us by the in dwell ing of the third
Per son of our Tri une God, the Holy Spirit, and His
Word, the Bi ble, and even through cleansed ‘ves sels’.
Most cer tainly as we read and lis ten to its TRUTH (the 
Law & the Gos pel), the BIBLE will change us if we
al low it to shape our lives!

“Nev er the less when one turns to the Lord, the veil is
taken away.  But we all, with un veiled face, be hold -
ing as in a mir ror the glory of the Lord be ing trans -
formed into the same im age from glory to glory, just
as by the Spirit of the Lord.” II Co rin thi ans 3:16, 18.

PRESS ON!

Look ing unto JESUS!

IT WILL BE WORTH IT ALL!



Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Allen West on Abortion: “We Will Not
BE Truly Blessed as a Nation Until We
Right This Wrong”

A for mer U.S. Con gress man… told a pro-life
crowd… that the re sults of the No vem ber 8 elec tion
brought hope, but now is the time to work the hard est. 

“No one wants to be part of a death cul ture,” West
said… in Co lum bia, Mis souri, the Co lum bia Daily Tri -
bune re ports, “But if we’re not care ful, that could be the
leg acy we pass on.

“We will not be truly blessed as a na tion un til we
right this wrong.” He added, “If we are a coun try that
con tin ues to have a busi ness in kill ing our fu ture gen er a -
tions, God will not bless Amer ica.”…

“We con tinue to see the dec i ma tion of the Amer i can
fam ily,” he said.  He said Amer ica needs a re turn to faith
fam ily, in di vid ual re spon si bil ity, and en tre pre neur ship…

West, a U. S. Army vet eran and pres i dent and CEO
of the Na tional Cen ter for Pol icy Anal y sis, is a strong ad -
vo cate for life through his pub lic rules.  Dur ing his
talk,… the Af ri can Amer i can leader brought up how
abor tion has led to mil lions of in no cent deaths in the
black com mu nity…

“I can not think of … a better time to go on the of fen -
sive for the United States of Amer ica,” West added.  “Our 
first in alien able right is Life.”

LifeNews.com  

Planned Parenthood Celebrates 100
Years, Millions of Dead Babies

Mar ga ret Lou ise Sang er (1879 – 1966) was an ac tiv -
ist for birth con trol, pop u la tion con trol and eu gen ics. 
Her leg acy is be ing car ried on by Planned Par ent hood,
which pre tends to help the poor while hid ing the re al ity
that it tar gets the vulnerable.  

In Oc to ber, Planned Par ent hood Fed er a tion of Amer -
ica cel e brated its 100th year since Mar ga ret  Sang er
opened the first clinic in Brook lyn, New York.  She be -
lieved in “im prov ing” the hu man race by dis cour ag ing
re pro duc tion among per sons she pre sumed to have
undesirable traits.

What be gan with birth con trol in 1916 has be come
the larg est abor tion pro vider in the coun try.  Planned Par -
ent hood’s lat est an nual re port (2014) shows that 43 per -
cent of the abor tion pro vider’s rev e nues came from
tax pay ers via state and fed eral gov ern ment health ser -

vices, grants and re im burse ments in the amount of
$553.7 mil lion.

Afajournal.org 

Lawsuit Says Teenager Given
Transgender Services Without Parental
Consent 

A Min ne sota mother sued St. Louis County and other 
agen cies (No vem ber 16) for usurp ing her pa ren tal rights
be cause her mi nor son has been re ceiv ing transgender
“ser vices” and given nar cotic drugs with out her consent.   

Ammarie Calgaro’s in volve ment has been cir cum -
vented nu mer ous times in re gard to her 17-year-old  son
by the lo cal school dis trict, the county pub lic health de -
part ment and two med i cal ser vices pro vid ers that have
given her mi nor son med i cal treat ment and nar cot ics for
gen der re as sign ment from male to fe male, na tional pub -
lic in ter est law firm Thomas More Society says.

—lifesitenews.com 

Rise of Humanism Coincides With Rise
of Satanism in America 

It’s not a co in ci dence that as Amer ica be comes more
and more sec u lar, Sa tan ism is be com ing more and more
prev a lent.

WND.com (Sep tem ber 27, 2016) re ports: “El e men -
tary schools are forced by the gov ern ment to al low ‘Sa -
tan Clubs’ on school grounds; stat ues of Baphomet …
erected in ma jor Amer i can cit ies; and a na tional head -
quar ters for the ‘Sa tanic Tem ple’ in Sa lem, Mas sa chu -
setts, fa mous for its ‘witch tri als’ during colonial times.

“Has Amer ica gone to the Devil?  Chris tian lead ers
are speak ing out – and they are re luc tantly say ing it
has…”

There is a grow ing fas ci na tion with death in our cul -
ture and a grow ing de fense of as sisted sui cide and abor -
tion in our med i cal com mu ni ties and pol i tics.  “Those
who have watched the pro mo tion of oc cult ism, Spir it ism, 
demonism, and he do nism in the me dia in the name of
‘plu ral ism’ are not sur prised.  It is sim ply more ev i dence
of our cul ture’s fas ci na tion with nar cis sism, death, and
rejection of common sense.”

Our coun try is wit ness ing an ep i demic of mur ders,
drug ad dic tions, abor tions, gov ern ment cor rup tion, re li -
gious de ni als of moral ab so lutes, and a grow ing ac cep -
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tance of ant-Chris tian ac tiv i ties in al most ev ery cor ner
of the public sector.   

Churches must be come more ac tive as the “salt’ in
our so ci ety.  We must speak out and be counted.  We
must do ev ery thing in our abil i ties to warn our na tional
Ti tanic of the ap proach ing ice bergs in the wa ter.

Dr. Ron Baity, Sword of the Lord 

Kaepernick, King of Hypocrites 

Colin Kaepernick, San Fran cisco 49ers quar ter back
and founder of the “I Won’t Stand for the Na tional An -
them” move ment, re fused to vote in the 2016 pres i den -
tial elec tion be cause “it would n’t make any dif fer ence.” 

One com men ta tor called him “the king of hyp o -
crites” 

An other com men ta tor said, “If Kaepernick cares
about po lice mis treat ment of black men in Amer ica, he
should care about the way Amer ica is gov erned.  He did -
n’t care enough to vote.”

Selected, indirectly Information from newsmax.com. 
11/11/16

Muslim Convert To Christianity Forced 
To Flee Home In England 

Nissar Hussain, who con verted from Is lam to Chris -
tian ity 20 years ago, has been forced to leave his home
in Brad ford, West York shire, along with his wife and
five chil dren.  Nisar has en dured years of per se cu tion
for his con ver sion, but last year af ter ap pear ing on a
tele vi sion pro gram about the per se cu tion of Mus lim
con verts, two men at tacked him with a pick-ax and
broke his knee cap.  PRAY FOR THIS FAMILY.  

Ed i tor’s Note: This at tack hap pened in Eng land,
not Iraq or Syria.  These same kind of at tacks are tak ing
place in the United States and Can ada, but they sel dom
re ceive ad e quate pub lic ity to keep the pub lic in formed.     
The Vine and Branches.

Information from metro.co.uk, 11/12/16 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Real (Martin) Luther 
POPE Fran cis, as well as oth ers at the Lund as sem -

bly, gave high praise to Mar tin Lu ther, but the Lu ther
they praised bears lit tle re sem blance to the great Re -
former of Wittenberg.  For years lib er als have tried to re -
shape Lu ther into the per son they want him to be.  They
would do well to study the facts of Lu ther’s his tory be -

fore drag ging him into their nefarious schemes.
On Oc to ber 31, 1517 (All Saint’s Eve, not Hal low -

een) Mar tin Lu ther nailed his 95 the ses to the door of the 
Cas tle Church in Wittenberg, out lin ing point of dis -
agree ment with doc trinal positions held by the Ro man
Cath o lic Church that he wanted to dis cuss.  Lu ther also
wrote as sorted books and pa pers re gard ing his dis agree -
ments with var i ous teach ings and prac tices of the Ro -
man Cath o lic Church.  The in ven tion of the print ing
press helped to carry Luther’s writings far and wide.

One of Lu ther’s main con cerns was the sell ing of in -
dul gences that claimed to free souls from the pains of
pur ga tory.  As a par ish pas tor in Wittenberg, Lu ther con -
fronted a fel low priest, John Tetzel, who was sell ing in -
dul gence to raise funds for the con struc tion of St.
Pe ter’s Ba sil ica in Rome.  Tetzel used a catch lit tle slo -
gan that in fu ri ated Lu ther; “When ever a coin drops into
the chest, a soul flies up to heav enly rest.” 

In 1521, Pope Leo X ex com mu ni cated Lu ther. 
Later that same year, the Re former was sum moned to
ap pear be fore church of fi cials and Holy ro man Em peror 
Charles V at the Diet of Worms.  With out be ing given an 
op por tu nity to de fend his po si tions, Lu ther was asked
by church of fi cials to re cant all his writ ings.  Lu ther
asked for time to con sider their de mands.  The next day
he re turned to as sem bled dig ni tar ies and de clared: “Un -
less I am con vinced by the tes ti mony of the Scrip -
tures or by clear rea son (for I do not trust ei ther in the
pope or in coun cils alone, since it is well known that
they have of ten erred and con tra dicted them selves), I
am bound by the Scrip tures I have quoted and my
con science is cap tive to the Word of God.  I can not
and will not re cant any thing, since it is nei ther safe
nor right to go against con science.  May God help
me,  Amen.”  

Church of fi cials wanted Lu ther jailed or ex e cuted
on the spot as a her e tic, but the Em peror had prom ised
him safe pas sage, so he was set free.  With a death sen -
tence on his head, Lu ther was se cretly whisked away by
friends to the War burg Cas tle near Eisenach, where he
trans lated the Bi ble into the Ger man lan guage and con -
tin ued lead ing the Ref or ma tion.  For the rest of his life,
Lu ther was pro tected by Fred er ick the Wise, Elec tor of
Sax ony, and other German princes.

    Excerpt taken from The Protestant Church’s Need
For Reformation 1517 – 2017 by Pastor David R.
Barnhart, The Vine and Branches, Winter, 2016.



The Terror of the Holy

“It is the Lord of hosts whom you should
regard as holy.  And He shall be your fear, and

He shall be your dread.” (Isa. 8:13)

This is the sec ond in a se ries of ar ti cles about the con ver -
sion of Mar tin Lu ther.  The year 2017 marks the 500th

An ni ver sary of the Ref or ma tion, and we want to em pha -
size how Lu ther was con verted, for you will see el e ments 
in Lu ther’s con ver sion that are lack ing in most Chris tian
cir cles to day.

Lu ther en tered into the mon as tery think ing that he
would find peace with God through his re li gious de vo -
tion.  This did not hap pen; in fact, the very op po site hap -
pened.  Lu ther spent his days in prayer, song, med i ta tion
and quiet com pan ion ship, in dis ci plined and mod er ate
aus ter ity.

Then it came time for Lu ther’s first mass.  The
Church of the day be lieved that the bread and wine be -
came the flesh and blood of God, and the sac ri fice of Cal -
vary was re-en acted.  Who would not be fear ful in
per form ing a rite by which God would ap pear in hu man
form?  Lu ther took his place be fore the al tar and be gan to
re cite the in tro duc tory por tion of the mass un til he came
to the words, “We of fer to thee, the liv ing, the true, the
eter nal God.”  He re lated af ter ward:

“At these words I was ut terly stu pe fied and ter -
ror-stricken.  I thought to my self, ‘With what
tongue shall I ad dress such Maj esty, see ing that
all men ought to trem ble in the pres ence of even
an earthly prince?  Who am I, that I should lift up 
mine eyes or raise my hands to the di vine Maj -
esty?  The an gels sur round Him.  At His nod the
earth trem bles.  And shall I, a mis er a ble lit tle
pigmy, say ‘I want this, I ask for that’?  For I am
dust and ashes and full of sin and I am speak ing
to the liv ing, eter nal and the true God.

“The ter ror of the Holy, the hor rors of In fin i tude,
smote him like a new thun der bolt, and only through fear -
ful re straint could he hold him self to the al tar to the end.

“… [Lu ther’s] God was the God who in hab ited the
storm clouds brood ing on the brow of Si nai, into whose
pres ence Mo ses could not en ter with un veiled face and
live.  …Lu ther’s tremor was aug mented by the rec og ni -
tion of un wor thi ness.  ‘I am dust and ashes and full of
sin.’ … How could a pigmy stand be fore a di vine Maj -
esty; how could a trans gres sor con front di vine Ho li ness?  
Be fore God the high and God the holy Lu ther was stu pe -

fied.  For such an ex pe ri ence he had a word which has as
much right to be car ried over into Eng lish as Blitz krieg.
… It is all the doubt, tur moil, panic, de spair, des o la tion
and des per a tion which in vade the spirit of man.

“Ut terly limp, [Lu ther] came from the al tar to the ta -
ble where his fa ther and guests would make merry with
the broth ers.” 1

Lu ther ex pe ri enced some thing that most mod ern
peo ple, even in the church, know noth ing about.  It is
called “The Fear of the Lord.”  “The Fear of the Lord is
the be gin ning of wis dom, and the knowl edge of the Holy
One is un der stand ing.” (Prov. 9:10)  It is where the Law in
all its fury is un leashed upon your soul.  When Adam and
Eve sinned against God in the Gar den of Eden, “the eyes
of both of them were opened, and they knew they were na -
ked … and the man and his wife hid them selves from the
pres ence of the Lord God among the trees of the gar -
den.” (Gen. 3:7-8)

It is to re al ize that God is en tirely holy and you are
en tirely sin ful.  Even the an gels, who are sin less, can not
even look upon God in His glory and ho li ness.  “Ser a -
phim stood above Him, each hav ing six wings; with two
he cov ered his face, and with two he cov ered his feet, and
with two he flew.  And one called out to an other and said,
‘Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts.  The whole earth is 
full of His glory.’” (Isa. 6:2-3)

Be cause of this, you are un der God’s wrath against
you.  When Isa iah saw the scene quoted above, his re -
sponse was this:  “Woe is me, for I am ru ined!  Be cause I
am a man of un clean lips, and I live among a peo ple of
un clean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of
hosts.” (Isa. 6:5)  Like Lu ther, Isa iah was stricken to the
core at the sight and thought of God be ing en tirely holy
and he be ing sin ful.  This is the tes ti mony of a man com -
mis sioned as a prophet!  He re al ized that even man at his
very best is still wicked in the eyes of God in His ho li -
ness, and sin can not ex ist in the pres ence of God or He
would cease be ing en tirely holy.

Dear reader, has what hap pened to Lu ther hap pened
to you?  When it hap pened to me, I laid awake at night
won der ing if this would be the day that Je sus would re -
turn and cast me into hell.  I was afraid of God be cause of
what He would do to me.  I knew I de served it be cause of
my sin.  I did n’t en joy even liv ing and would rather die
than con tinue on this way.  My very soul was brought low 
and I was a bro ken man.  

Hear afresh the ad mo ni tion of Je sus:  “And I say to
you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the
body, and af ter that, have no more that they can do.  But I
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will warn you whom to fear:  Fear the One who, af ter He 
has killed, has au thor ity to cast into hell; yes, I tell you,
fear Him!” (Lk. 12:4-5)

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Saying No to Jesus!
There are a lot of peo ple in our world to day who say

“no” to Je sus.  They will not let Him have ac cess to their
life.  It’s not that they have n’t heard that “Je sus came to
save (lost) sin ners!”  They just want to be left alone, so
they can do their own thing.  I ask you, are there con se -
quences for say ing “no” to Je sus?

I want to write to you as per son ally as I can through
this means; about what is go ing to hap pen to a per son
who lives like that.  I will base my bur den and con clu -
sions on what the Bi ble says about this sub ject.

All of us choose, in life, about so many things; the
food we eat, the clothes we wear, sport ac tiv ity, what car 
you want to buy or what job you want to do in life, etc. 
We choose be tween right and wrong.  Should I then tell
you the truth or not?  Should I ex cuse sin away and
blame it on some one else as so many do?

All of us have heard about Je sus, that He came into
this world of ours as an in fant child.  He is God’s only
be got ten Son.  He bore our sins as well as the sins of the
whole world, when He died upon Cal vary’s Cross; tak -
ing our just pun ish ment upon Him self.  The Bi ble
teaches us in 1 John 2:2: “He is the sac ri fice for our
sins.  He takes away not only our sins but the sins of all
the world.” Then the res ur rec tion of Je sus proves that
He was tri um phant over sin, death and Hell.  If a per son
knows thus much, and does not do any thing about it,
there will be disasterous re sults upon that per son’s life. 
Why?  Be cause John 3:36 says, “And all who be lieve in
God’s Son have eter nal life.  Those who do not obey the
Son will never ex pe ri ence eter nal life, but the wrath of
God re mains upon them.” (Also read 3:18).  You see, Je -
sus is the only Me di a tor between you and God the
Father. 

Je sus came to save and for give us of all our sin.  He
came to heal the bro ken hearted.  John 17:3:  “And this
is the way to have eter nal life – to know you, the only
true God, and Je sus Christ, the one you sent to earth.”

You are an eter nal be ing be cause you have a soul
that never dies.  If you say “no” to Je sus, you will go to a
place that God calls Hell.  It is a place pre pared for Sa tan 
and his an gels.  Hell is a place of tor ment and ag ony.  It
says in Rev e la tion 20:10b: “There they will be tor -
mented day and night for ever and ever.”  You will spend 

an eter nity there if you don’t know Je sus per son ally!  I
plead with you to call upon the name of Je sus and ask
Him to save your soul and for give you of all your sin. 
You will never, through out eter nity, re gret that choice.  

Re spect fully sub mit ted, 
Pas tor Willmore Gundersen, Fergus Falls, MN 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

What Happened to the 
Modern Church?

By Dan Gilbert  

The mod ern ist church has sub sti tuted mi nor pur -
poses for its ma jor pur pose.  The only real pur pose of
the church is to show men the way to Heaven, to teach
them the truth of God, to bring them into a sav ing
knowl edge of the Lord Je sus Christ (Ed. And to nur ture
the Lambs and Sheep).  

True, the church did min is ter to the poor; it did feed
and clothe the hun gry; it did com fort the dis cour aged
and the be reaved.  But all these, and many other more
mi nor func tions, were in ci den tal and sub or di nate to the
great pur pose: the sav ing of souls.

The mod ern ist “re con struc tion” of the church has
mag ni fied these mi nor and sub or di nate func tions while
ob scur ing the real pur pose.  The “so cial gos pel” has
over shad owed and blurred out the spir i tual Gospel.  

The soul of man is ig nored, if its very ex is tence is
not ques tioned or de nied.  The spir i tual side is passed
over, while the phys i cal side is ex alted.  The build ing of
a “new so cial and eco nomic or der” is preached and pro -
pa gan dized, while the king dom of Heaven is re garded
as a myth or vain hope.

This pres ent brief and flee ing life is re garded as be -
ing at least equal in im por tance with the life ev er last ing.  
Time is equated with eter nity.  Uto pia on earth is
weighed at least equally with Heaven itself.

Phys i cal com fort now is as highly eval u ated as end -
less and in fi nite bliss in the here af ter.  The elim i na tion
of the slums is made an ob jec tive of equal merit with the
keep ing of pre cious souls out of Hell.  The feed ing of
stom achs is counted at least as im por tant as the nour ish -
ing of souls.  

The spreading of “scientific truth” is placed on a par 
with the preaching of the Truth of God.  A knowledge of
“world affairs” is counted as worthwhile as a grounding
in the Word of God.  As much time is given to
psychology as to prayer.  Socialized medicine is valued
as highly as salvation.

The Sword of the Lord



The Resurrection 
By Dr. O. Gornitzka 

Key Word

KEY WORD: Read ing through the chap ter [I Co rin -
thi ans 15] care fully we find one word used re peat edly –
the lit tle word “vain.”  And it is found in two com bi na -
tions – “in vain” and “not vain.” See vv. 1-19 and v. 58. 
The word is used in con nec tion with the main topic of the
chap ter, the res ur rec tion of the body.  If there is no res ur -
rec tion of the body as far as our Chris tian faith and life is
con cerned all, is con cerned all is “in vain.”  On the other
hand, as the fact of the res ur rec tion is es tab lished, it is 
“not vain.”    Eval u a tions must there fore be made in the
light of life eter nal if they are to be true.

OCCASION: It had come to Paul’s knowl edge that
the res ur rec tion was be ing de nied by some in the con gre -
ga tion.  “How say some among you that there is no res ur -
rec tion of the dead?” v. 12.  It was not a di rect de nial of
the res ur rec tion of Je sus but a de nial of the res ur rec tion
of the be liever’s body.  Paul shows, how ever, that any
such de nial in volves also the great fact of the gos pel that
Je sus arose.  And not only that, but it in volves our en tire
Chris tian faith. Vv. 12-19 and 29-34.

I. The Fact of the Res ur rec tion. vv. 11-19 and 29-34

The de nial of the fact – what it in volves 

1. “Nei ther hath Christ been raised”: v. 13 and 16. 
Christ came in the flesh to live un der the same laws that
gov ern our bod ies.  His was the same kind of flesh and
blood.  He be came the sec ond Adam, v. 22, that as we
share in the curse in volved in Adam’s sin, so shall we as a 
race also share in the bless ings that come through Je sus
Christ.  He is a mem ber of the race.  What hap pened to
one mem ber shall also hap pen to the other mem bers. 
There fore, if there is no res ur rec tion of our bod ies nei ther 
did our rep re sen ta tive Je sus Christ rise.  Those who claim 
that it is im pos si ble for a dead body to rise from the dust
also claim that the body of Je sus, even to this day re mains 
dust in the grave.

2. “Then is our preach ing vain.” V. 14.  “We are
found false wit nesses of God.” Paul and the other ser -
vants of God had given them selves to bring the Gos pel to
the world.  Their chief en deavor was to pro claim in the
name of Je sus re demp tion from sin, death and the power
of Sa tan.  This would all be “in vain” or “void” if there
were no res ur rec tion.  The cen tral theme of their preach -
ing was the res ur rec tion of Je sus which proved that His
life and death was ac cepted by God. If it were not true
that Je sus had risen their preach ing would be noth ing but
empty words.  And worse than that, they would be false

wit nesses be cause they claimed to be wit nesses of these
things.  If we deny the lit eral bodily res ur rec tion of Je sus
Christ we thereby, as far as our tes ti mony is con cerned,
take the very heart out of the mes sage.

3. “Your faith also is vain.” V. 14 and 17.  “Ye are yet
in your sins.”  V. 17.  Your faith in Christ as Sav ior is
vain be cause you have then put your trust in a de ceiver
and liar.  He in whom you have put your trust for the for -
give ness of sins was Him self a sin ner.  He claimed that he 
was the Son of God and that God would raise him up on
the third day.  If this did not take place our Chris tian faith
would be the world’s great est de lu sion.  The very Word
which warns against fa bles would it self be the great est
fa ble.  1 Tim 1:3.

4. “Then they also that have fallen asleep in Christ
have per ished.” V. 18.  It is by the res ur rec tion of Je sus
Christ that we are be got ten again unto a liv ing hope.  See
1 Pet. 1:3-5.  To fall asleep in Christ means to die with all
the com fort and as sur ance which we have in a cru ci fied
and risen Sav ior.  And what a large host there is who have 
closed their eyes in peace and with joy as their eye of
faith has been to ward that cross and that open grave. 
These many have died in their sins if Christ did not rise. 
And He did not rise if our bod ies are not to be raised from
the dead.  What a dark pic ture this sa tanic de nial rolls up
be fore us.  No won der the Apos tle adds: “If we have only
hoped in Christ in this life we are of all men most piti -
able” v. 19.  Not that we have lost any thing even in this
world by be ing God-fear ing men and women, but in view 
of the great hopes and ex pec ta tions we have had we
would then have been so sadly de ceived.

5. “Else what shall they do that are bap tized for the
dead?” V. 29.  This verse is one of the most dif fi cult
verses in the Bi ble to in ter pret.  Opin ions dif fer as to what 
the Apos tle re fers to.  There was pos si bly a cus tom in this 
day if one died with out be ing bap tized that some one else
was bap tized in his place.  Or, as oth ers have sug gested,
bap tisms may have been per formed over the grave of the
de parted be liev ers as a tes ti mony to the hope of the
Church and the one ness of all be liev ers, whether be long -
ing to the church tri um phant or the church mil i tant.  In ei -
ther case the prac tice would be an empty form if there
were no res ur rec tion of the body.   

6. “Why do we also stand in jeop ardy ev ery hour?”
V. 30.  The ref er ence here is to the suf fer ings ex pe ri enced 
by the ser vants of God in the min is try of the Gos pel.  It
would be fool ish to en dure such hard ships for a lie. 
Better than to adopt the phi los o phy of the world: “Let us
eat and drink for to mor row we die” v. 32.  If this is all we 
can hope for let us get the most out of it.  Dif fer ent, how -
ever, if this world is only a school pre par ing for the life to
come.  Our life-phi los o phy as well as our life-con duct
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will be dif fer ent if we mea sure life with God’s yard stick
and view life in the light of eter nity.

Warn ing and ad mo ni tion

“Be not de ceived” v. 33.  Com pan ion ship with those 
who lightly speak of eter nal truths has a sub tle in flu ence 
over a sin ful heart.  It was by lis ten ing that our first par -
ents were de ceived.  Awake to so ber ness righ teously
and sin not.” V. 34.  While sin ners as yet are asleep and
many are in ig no rance con cern ing the vic tory in a risen
Christ, it is no time for a Chris tian to sleep on the job and 
let the devil do his sub tle work in spread ing false doc -
trine.  His slo gan to day is: “Let us be lib eral.  It sounds
good to hu man rea son but it leads to spir i tual bond age
when ap plied to di vine rev e la tion.  Oh, that many
Chris tians to day could be moved to shame be cause
they have so lightly es teemed the pre cious truth of a
cru ci fied and risen Lord!

                 To be con tin ued:

A Study Guide, 1 Corinthians, Bible Banner Press,
Copyright – 1930.

The Ten Com mand ments for To day 

“Therefore we conclude that a man is justified 
by faith without the works of the law…Do we
then make the law void through faith?  God

forbid!  Instead, we establish the law.” 
(Rom. 3:28, 31)

The Ten Com mand ments seem to have fallen on
hard times lately.  And some churches even falsely teach 
that the Com mand ments don’t ap ply to us to day be cause 
“we’re un der grace.”

But the Cre ator of the uni verse de scended upon
Mount Si nai and gave to us a re flec tion of His own na -
ture, a rev e la tion of His will: the Ten Com mand ments. 
These com mands cover all per tain ing to our re la tion -
ships with oth ers and with God.  Con trary to what some
churches and some cults teach, Christ did not ren der the
Ten Com mand ments null and void when He died.  Je sus
said that the one who loves Him keeps His com mand -
ments, not to gain heaven but to show love for Him.  

The Law brings us death and dam na tion be cause we 
can never ful fill it ex cept through Christ’s death on the
cross.  Only when we see our sin ful ness and re al ize our
need for for give ness can we find sal va tion.  Af ter we’re
cleansed by Christ’s blood, the law of God be comes a
guide for our life.  Marin Lu ther said the Law in a Chris -

tian’s life is like a ham mer that smashes our self-righ -
teous ness, a mir ror that shows us our un clean ness and
guilt, and a whip that drives us to the Cross of Christ for
re demp tion.  Even though we’ve been saved, we still
need the Law as a tool for our sanc ti fi ca tion, draw ing us
nearer to Christ.

Ask God to use the Ten Com mand ments to draw
you nearer to Him each day.

“If we should re peal all the reg u la tory laws on our
stat ute books, and en force only the Ten Com mand -
ments, in ten years we would be come the most
law-abid ing na tion on earth.”

            James R. Page

New Every Morning, by D. James Kennedy and Jerry
Newcombe © 2016 D. James Kennedy                     

Ministries

Ed i tor’s Note: The fol low ing is from Lu ther’s Small 
Cat e chism Ex plained:  “What is God’s will con cern ing
man?  God willeth that all men should be saved, and
come to the knowl edge of the truth.  1 Tim. 2:4. 

Is the Bi ble then the only safe rule of our faith and
duty?  Yes, the Bi ble alone con tains full in for ma tion of
the will of God con cern ing our sal va tion.  

How has God given His law to us?  In the cre ation
God wrote His Law in the heart of man (Con science,
Rom. 2:15).  At Mount Si nai He gave His Law in the
Ten Com mand ments, writ ten on two ta bles of stone. 
Ex. 20:1-17.

Of what ben e fit, then, is the Law?  It points out to us
our sins and the wrath of God to ward sin.  Rom. 3:20.
Through the law com eth the knowl edge of sin. 

 It makes us anx ious to seek Christ.  Gal. 3:24.  The
law has be come our tu tor to bring us unto Christ.

It points out to the be liever what fruits his faith must 
bear.  Ps. 119:105. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and
light unto my path.” 

 A Lu theran – Hans Neilsen Hauge – shared that a
be liever is re moved from the con dem na tion of the Law,
but not com pli ance to the Law!  

“There is there fore now no con dem na tion to those
who are in Christ Je sus, who do not walk ac cord ing to
the flesh, but ac cord ing to the Spirit.” Romans 8:1.

“Truth will ul ti mately pre vail
where there is pain taken to bring

it to light.”

George Wash ing ton 



FELLOWSHIP 

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of

bread, and in prayers.”  Acts 2:42

Much goes on in Christian churches to day un der the
name of “fel low ship.”  Usu ally this con sists of cof fee and 
do nuts or church so cials, or sports.  As de light ful as these 
func tions may be, they should not be con fused with bib li -
cal fel low ship.  

No where in the New Tes ta ment do any of the Greek
words trans lated “fel low ship” im ply fun times.  Rather,
they talk of, for ex am ple, “the fel low ship of the min is ter -
ing to the saints” (2 Co rin thi ans 8:4) as sac ri fi cial ser -
vice and fi nan cial aid.  (See, for ex am ple, 1 Tim o thy
6:18). 

Else where, Paul was thank ful for the Philippian be -
liev ers “fel low ship in the gos pel” (Philippians 1:5), for
he knew that “in as much as both in my bonds, and in the
de fense of the con fir ma tion of the gos pel, ye all are par -
tak ers (same word as fel low ship) of my grace”
(Philippians 1:7).  This sort of fel low ship may even bring 
persecution.   

We are to em u late Christ’s hu mil ity and self-sac ri fi -
cial love (Philippians 2:5-8) through the “fel low ship of
the Spirit” (Philippians 2:1).  In some way known only
par tially to us, we have the priv i lege of know ing “the fel -
low ship of his suf fer ings, be ing made con form able unto
his death” (Philippians 3:10), and even “the com mu nion
(i.e., fel low ship) of the blood” and “body of Christ” (1
Co rin thi ans 10:16).

As we can see, this “fel low ship” is se ri ous busi ness. 
As in our text and sub se quent verses, fel low ship should
be ac com pa nied by teach ing, prayer, and min is try to the
poor (Acts 2:45).

This kind of fel low ship will be in “fa vour with all the 
peo ple.  And the Lord added to the church daily such as
should be saved” (Acts 2:47). 

          John D. Mor ris, Ph.D.

        Days of Praise, Institute for Creation Research
Copyright © 2016; Permission Granted 

“Be cause You Prayed”

(Please read Isa iah 37:9 – 22, 33)

Do not be anxious about anything, but in
every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

Philippians 4:6

What do you do with your wor ries?  Do you turn

them in ward, or turn them up ward?
When the bru tal As syr ian King Sennacherib was

pre par ing to de stroy Je ru sa lem, he sent a mes sage to
King He ze kiah say ing that Ju dah would be no dif fer ent
from all the other na tions he had con quered.  He ze kiah
took this mes sage to the tem ple in Je ru sa lem, and
“spread it out be fore the LORD” (Isa. 37:14).  He then
prayed and asked for help from Almighty God.

Soon af ter ward Isa iah the prophet de liv ered this
mes sage to He ze kiah from the Lord: “Be cause you
prayed about King Sennacherib of As syria, the LORD
has spo ken” (Isa. 37:21-22 NLT).  Scrip ture tells us that
He ze kiah’s prayer was an swered that very night.  God in -
ter vened mi rac u lously, con quer ing the en emy forces out -
side the city gates.  The As syr ian army did n’t  even
“shoot an ar row” (v. 33).  Sennacherib would leave Je ru -
sa lem, never to return.

Three words in God’s mes sage to He ze kiah – “Be -
cause you prayed” show us the best place to go with our
wor ries.  Be cause He ze kiah turned to God, He res cued
him and his peo ple.  When we turn our wor ries into
prayer, we dis cover that God is faith ful in un ex pected
ways!           James Banks 

Our Daily Bread, © 2016 Our Daily Bread Ministries,
Permission Granted.

Ed i tor’s Note: Very likely, when we worry, we think
we are in con trol and thus we need to learn how to pray
spe cif i cally!  EVEN some times: “It shall come to pass
that be fore they call, I will an swer; And while they are
still speak ing, I will hear.” Isa iah 65:24.  “Call to Me,
and I will an swer you, and show you great and mighty 
things, which you do not know.” Jer e miah 33:3

I urge and chal lenge YOU to please pray spe cif i cally
for this the Lord’s Min is try!  Also: Ephe sians 6:18-20.
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Tea Time
Lit tle Johnny was left to fix lunch.  When his

mother re turned with a friend, she no ticed that Johnny 
had al ready strained the tea.

The two women then sipped their tea hap pily
while hav ing lunch.

“Was it hard find ing the tea strainer in the
kitchen?” Johnny’s mother asked.

“I could n’t find it, Mom, so I used the fly swat -
ter,” he re plied.

His mother nearly fainted, so Johnny hast ily
added, “Don’t get ex cited, Mom.  I used the old one!”
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A Drop in a Bucket 
By H. G. Bosch 

“There be …things which are lit tle upon the earth,
but…” Prov erbs 30:24

Lit tle things are much more im por tant than we of ten
imag ine; they have been known to turn the course of
events for hun dreds of years. 

For in stance, a great king once no ticed that his sol -
diers were us ing their sleeves in stead of hand ker chiefs,
and – that’s how we all got but tons on our cuffs!

An other mon arch was bald and had his ser vants
make him a fancy tou pee; im me di ately judges and court -
iers took up the style, and for hun dreds of years men of
im por tance shaved off their own locks and wore flow ing
wigs of ar ti fi cial curls!

So too, for good or evil, each of us has his own wid -
en ing cir cle of in flu ence. 

Some one once com plained, “What I say or do does -
n’t mat ter.  My in flu ence is like a drop in the bucket!” 

“Ah, but a drop can be very im por tant,” said an other.  
“It all de pends on what it is made of and what’s al ready in 
the bucket.  One lit tle drop of wa ter fall ing into a con -
tainer of acid may cause an ex plo sion  One drop of germ
cul ture in tro duced into a con tainer of milk can make the
liq uid dan ger ous to drink, while one drop of cleans ing
dis in fec tant can neu tral ize a whole pail full of con tam i -
nated wa ter.”

Yes, even a “drop in a bucket” can make a tre men -
dous dif fer ence.  Our in flu ence is greater than we sus pect.  
In fact, those whom the world con sid ers in sig nif i cant are
prob a bly the ones whose lives are mak ing the great est
im pact for eter nity! 

Have you ever thought of this: It’s only the small
birds that sing?  You never heard a note from the ea gle in
all your life, nor from the tur key, nor from the os trich. 
But you have heard thrill ing mel ody from the throat of a
ca nary and bright, happy trills of praise from the robin
and the lark.  My, how they can sing!

So too, the sweet est mu sic of ten co mes from those
Chris tians who are small in their own es ti ma tion but great 
in the eyes of the Lord.  In deed, “There be …things which 
are lit tle upon the earth, but…..”!

Selected

A Godly Foun da tion

Dr. D. James Ken nedy, Ph.D.

There are those who say that this na tion is not a na -
tion un der God, that there was no godly foun da tion. 
How ever, if we go back to the first be gin nings of Amer -
ica, to 1606, we find that there were some peo ple leav ing

Eng land to come and found James town.  Be fore they left
Eng land, they drew up the first Char ter of Vir ginia which
stated:

We…here af ter tend to the Glory of His Di vine Maj -
esty, in prop a gat ing the Chris tian Re li gion to such Peo -
ple, as yet live in Dark ness and mis er a ble ig no rance of
the true Knowl edge and Wor ship of God…

That is why these first peo ple came here – to fur ther
the knowl edge of God and the build ing of the faith.  They
landed in 1607, then in 1620 the Pil grims came to Amer -
ica.  Be fore go ing ashore they gath ered in the cap tain’s
quar ters and wrote the May flower Com pact.

The Com pact be gins with these words.  “In the name
of God, Amen.”  This coun try had noth ing to do with
God?  That would have come as an amaz ing bit of news
to the Pil grims.  The Com pact con tin ues: “…hav ing un -
der taken for ye gloire of God, and ad vance ments of ye
Christin faith, and hon our of our king and countrie, a
voy age to plant the first colonie in ye North ern part of
Vir ginia…”

What was the first thing the Pil grims did upon land -
ing, ac cord ing to Gov er nor Brad ford, who wrote its his -
tory?  He said, “Be ing thus ar rived in a good har bor and 
brought safe to land, they fell upon their knees and
blessed the God of Heaven…..”  Like wise, in 1607 at
James town, the first act per formed by the set tlers was to
erect a large wooden Cross, and then they fell upon their
knees and thanked God.

Yes, that is the way Amer ica started, and this con tin -
ued through nu mer ous other chap ters and con sti tu tions
down through suc ceed ing years.  In 1643, all of the set tle -
ments joined to form what is known as the New Eng land
Con fed er a tion.  There they de clared why all of them had
come to this new con ti nent as they stated in the New Eng -
land Con fed er a tion of 1643: “Whereas we all came into
these parts of Amer ica with one and the same end and
aim…”  What was this “end and aim” that all of the col o -
nies joined to gether and said they came here for? 
“…namely, to ad vance the King dom of our Lord Je sus
Christ and to en joy the lib er ties of the Gos pel in the pu -
rity with peace…”  

And this coun try had noth ing to do with God – noth ing 
to do with the Chris tian faith?  Noth ing could be fur ther
from the truth!  If we jump ahead to the Dec la ra tion of In -
de pend ence, we find that a num ber of times it men tions the 
Cre ator.  To wit: We hold these truths to be self-ev i dent,
that all men are cre ated equal, that they are en dowed by
their Cre ator with cer tain un alien able rights, that among
these are Life, Lib erty, and the pur suit of Hap pi ness.  This
na tion does in deed have a godly foun da tion.

Impact, A Newsletter of 
D. James Kennedy Ministries, © Copyright 2016.



VIP
In many con texts, VIP means “Very im por tant Per -

son.”  But the ac ro nym also of fers us a char ac ter test. 
The V stands for VISION, for “where there is no vi sion,
the peo ple per ish” (Prov. 29:18, KJV).  

The let ter I stands for INTEGRITY, mean ing a per -
son is the same on the in side as he or she ap pears on the
out side.  P stand for PRESENCE – God’s pres ence in our
lives.  With out God’s help we are doomed.  So be stead -
fast in your com mit ment to Christ, and be a real VIP —
per son with vi sion, in teg rity, and God’s pres ence. 

Do not con form (lit er ally = Squeezed) any lon ger to
the pat tern of this world, but be trans formed by the re -
new ing of your mind.  Romans 12:2 

Wisdom for Each Day, © 2008 Billy Graham, Mfd. for
© 2011 DaySpring Cards, Inc.

There Was No Room in Beth le hem

There was no room in Beth le hem 

For Him who left His throne 

To seek the lost at count less cost 

And make their griefs His own.

But there was room on Cal vary 

Upon the cross of shame 

For Him to die up lifted high 

To bear the sin ner’s blame.

There was no room in Beth le hem, 

And in the world to day

Men will not give Him room to live 

And bid Him turn away.

But there is room on Cal vary 

And there He stands to give 

A home to all who heed His call 

And look to Him and live.

There was no room in Beth le hem 

For Christ the Prince of Kings, 

From throne and crown to earth 

Came down

With heal ing In His wings.

But there’s still room at Cal vary 

For sin ners to abide, 

For those who come and find a home

In Je sus cru ci fied. 
            E. M. Clark son 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Watchful and Alert

(Please read Gen e sis 3:1-7)

“Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith” 
1 Co rin thi ans 16:13

My desk sits close to a win dow that opens into our
neigh bor hood.  From that van tage point I’m priv i leged to 
watch birds perch on the trees nearby.  Some come to the
win dow to eat in sects trapped in the screen. 

The birds check their im me di ate sur round ings for
any dan ger, lis ten ing at ten tively as they look  about them.  
Only when they are sat is fied that there is no dan ger do
they set tle down to feed.  Even then, they pause ev ery
few sec onds to scan the area.

The vig i lance these birds dem on strate re minds me
that the Bi ble teaches us to prac tice vig i lance as Chris -
tians.  Our world is full of temp ta tions, and we need to re -
main con stantly alert and not for get about the dan gers.  
Like Adam and Eve, we eas ily get en tan gled in at trac -
tions that make the things of this world seem “good for
food and pleas ing to the eye, and also de sir able for gain -
ing wis dom” (Gen. 3:6).   

“Be on your guard,” Paul ad mon ished, “stand firm
in the faith” (1 Cor. 16:13).  And Pe ter cau tioned, “Be
alert and of so ber mind.  Your en emy the devil prowls
around like a roar ing lion look ing for some one to de -
vour” (I Pe ter 5:8).   

As we work for our own daily bread, are we alert to
what could start con sum ing us?  Are we watch ing for any 
hint of self -con fi dence or will ful ness that could leave us
wish ing we had trusted our God?

Lord, keep us from the se cret sins and self ish re ac -
tions we’re so nat u rally in clined to ward.  By Your grace,
turn our temp ta tions into mo ments of growth in
Christlikeness. 

The best way to es cape temp ta tion is to run to God

Our Daily Bread, Adapted from Grace Notes, by Philip 
D. Yancey, © 2009 Zondervan, © 2016 Our Daily

Bread Ministries, Permission Granted. 
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Can We Hear From You?

We re ceived very lit tle to print this
month in the sec tion en ti tled, “From Our
Fel low ship Cir cle.”  We al ways ap pre ci ate 

hear ing from you, es pe cially what the
Lord Je sus is do ing in your lives.  Thank
you to each one who has sent of fer ings to

us.  We deeply ap pre ci ate each one, re -
gard less of size.

We also want to be good stew ards of what 
you en trust to us in the Lord.  If some one 
has moved or is de ceased or does not wish 
to re ceive the Morn ing Glory any lon ger,
please no tify us of the change so we are

not send ing it to those ad dresses.

May the Lord bless each one richly.

UpDate
Daily Bread

New Chal lenges and priv i leges come ev ery day,
as each day is cer tainly a gift from GOD, ei ther to get 
right with HIM or Oc cupy for Him!  Just be cause
your need was met yes ter day, you are still de pend ent
upon God or His ves sels to meet your need to day. It
is also the same with this por tion of God’s King dom
Work on earth: the Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion – our needs and wants are
real!  

Most cer tainly we are thank ful for the faith ful
sup port of all our friends and part ners; but as you
know, we con tinue to face on go ing new chal -
lenges/priv i leges, even though in the sec u lar sense
things seem to be im prov ing for most of us (if not
all); but the Spir i tual need and bat tle con tin ues on
and the en e my forces do not give up!  The Spir i tual
Bat tle rages, and even though there is new light at the 
end of the sec u lar tun nel, the great est NEED of the
USA/Can ada and be yond is a Heaven Sent Re vival. 
God brings about that mar vel ous change through the
preach ing/shar ing of His Law and Gospel.   

So we pray that those who have stood with us in
the past will con tinue to do so, and NEW friends will
come along to stand with us as we com mu ni cate His
Law and Gos pel and the su prem acy of His Lord ship,
and a bib li cally in formed lo cal/na tional and world -
wide view, so that God’s chil dren may be strength -
ened in their walk with Je sus and oth ers may come to 
know Je sus per son ally.  Sa tan and his hench men (his 
an gels) have not gone on va ca tion nor have fallen
asleep.  The bat tle ac tu ally in ten si fies, as Sa tan
knows his time of work ing on the face of the earth
may soon be over!

Your sup port (prayer & fi nances) are not only re -
quested, but needed to keep this min is try go ing, and
Lord will ing, ex panded.  May we count on you to do
your part as the Holy Spirit lays this upon your heart
– and then fol low His lead ing?  The Lord Bless!  We
know we can not out-give His prompt ing! 

The Jan u ary In come for the Morn ing Glory was
app. $2,656.00.

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing the Morn ing
Glory each month is approx. $2,100.  In ad di tion to the
above costs there are ad min is tra tive costs, so it takes
about $3,600 per month to keep the Morn ing Glory
and the Hauge Lu theran Innermision Fed er a tion
alive.


